SUBMISSION ON OTAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL AIR QUALITY STRATEGY

TO:

Otago Regional Council
Private Bag 1954
Dunedin 9054

Name of submitter: Shaping Our Future Inc
This is a submission on the Otago Regional Council ("the Council") Air Quality Strategy and
applies to the Queenstown Lakes District.

Shaping our Future Inc was founded in 2011 by a group of leading Queenstown Lakes
residents. Our Board and Taskforce members are volunteers working towards achieving our
2011 created long term community vision of "Spectacular environments, enterprising people,
exceptional solutions"
We aim to give every person in the community a voice in shaping the future of our district for
future generations, not just our children, but grandchildren and beyond. We are
independent and apolitical with a process not constrained by single interest groups.
The Shaping our Future process includes public forums and online engagement, the
formation of a volunteer taskforce to refine and establish a vision, goals and objectives within
a strategic report that is then taken back to the public for ratification prior to being
implemented.

Applications and Reference (engagement numbers in brackets):
1. Shaping our Future Glenorchy Community Visioning (110)
2. Arrowtown Community Visioning 2017 (130)
3. Shaping our Future Upper Clutha Conservation Report 2015 (80)
Arrowtown Community Report included an overall vision for their environment and key
goals for air:
•
•
•

A target of zero pollution from heating by 2050
Better housing design and energy efficiency for housing to reduce emissions
Air quality targets are achieved and exceeded.

The Upper Clutha Conservation Report included a section on air quality that included
recommendations on emissions, open air burning and education (see below for full details):

In addition the Glenorchy Community Report included two key recommendations for:

•
•

ORC to monitor air and water quality and share results with the community.
Facilitate a more in-depth community discussion on our environment – including
fossil fuels, carbon emissions, biodiversity, soil health, chemical alternatives, global
warming.

Summary:
Shaping our Future supports the development of a comprehensive air quality plan for the
Queenstown Lakes District with a focus on:
• Cleaner heating
• Reduced reliance on outdoor burning
• No nuisance from emissions and dust
• No toxic emissions impacting on people and ecosystems.
Relief: The timelines included within the strategy have very little activity until 2020. Shaping our
Future requests that the timelines are reviewed. The Shaping our Future reports from 2015-17 show
a desire for action from within our communities to address our air quality, research and take action
towards improvement.
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